Ontario Feral Cats Trap-Neuter-Return Project
Meeting Notes
September 10, 2009
Present: Wendy Roberts, Anne Wickersham, Lindsay Norman, Lisa Ricks, Elizabeth Lyon
Next meeting:
September 24, 2009, 6:00 PM, 
Beer Valley Brewing Company 937 SE 12th Ave., Ontario (Thanks for the invite Lisa)
I. Fundraising
Donations are at $1,500!

We discussed and decided to participate in:

· Saturday Market at the House the Art Built

· Saturday September 19 $1 for the space, we can sell stuff and ask for donations

· Wal-Mart Pet Safety Month

· Saturdays 9:00am to 3:00pm October10, 17 & 24.  We CANNOT sell stuff.  We can have information and ask for donations.

· Octoberfaire

· Saturday October 3.  A 10’x10’ booth is $30.  Application must be in no later than Wednesday September 30.  We can sell stuff.  Will have to check with the Downtown Ontario Business Association about whether we would need a food service license to do a bake sale (see www.downtownontario.com/vendorapppage_2008.php ).
· Stuff to sell includes:

· Wendy’s great crocheted cat toys

· Catnip 2 Nip Cats

· Pet bandanas

· Pet treats

· Informational brochures and flyers to give away

II. Publicity
· Argus Observer.  Elizabeth has contacted Jessica Keller at the Argus regarding further articles.  We can post notice of community events, such as fundraisers and meetings on line for free.

· Radio.  Lindsay has set up a radio interview with KSRV for Tuesday September 15.  Interviewees are Dr. Lindsay Norman, business owner Jim Poole, and Police Chief Mike Kee.  They will also prepare the radio ads at that time.

· Flyers and door-hangers.  Elizabeth ordered brochures and door hangers from Alley Cat Allies (still not received).  Samples of the brochures will be posted on our web site www.ontarioferalcats.org 
· Lisa talked to city councilor Suzanne Mills about support.  Ms. Mills is committed both financially and time wise to dealing with ferals on her own property, but she believes we are working on a valuable project and will hopefully be an advocate of the project.
III. Organization
We discussed the need to get our group better organized.  We will start with a Mission Statement.  Here are two examples modified for us.  Please be prepared to vote next meeting.
“the Ontario Feral Cat Coalition Trap-Neuter-Return Project is a public-private animal control program designed to protect the public health, reduce shelter euthanasia, preserve scarce shelter resources, and solve our community’s severe feral and stray cat overpopulation crisis through the use of Trap-Neuter-Return, popularly known as TNR.”
Or
“The Ontario Feral Cat Coalition Trap-Neuter-Return Project is a non-profit organization dedicated to working with compassionate individuals and city governments to humanely control the growth of the feral cat population in Ontario, Oregon.” 

“The Ontario Feral Cat Coalition Trap-Neuter-Return Project is also committed to implementing long-term solutions to significantly reduce the population of unaltered, free roaming and/or abandoned domestic cats in our area.”
“The Ontario Feral Cat Coalition Trap-Neuter-Return Project uses a humane technique called Trap-Neuter-Return, often simply called TNR.”
Action Item: Formalize Mission Statement at next meeting
Assignments:
Lindsay – will set do the radio interview and finish up the “Catnip 2 Nip Cats” treats
Wendy – will make crocheted cat toys to sell at Octoberfaire and Saturday Market

Anne – Will contact Wal-Mart about a table for TNR during Pet Safety Month.  Done.  See above.
Elizabeth – Will write Thank-yous for donations and keep database of donors



Will continue to search for grant opportunities



Will work on an informational brochure
