ONTARIO FERAL CAT COALITION MEETING

Meeting held January 27, 2010: Time 1:00pm

1.
Elizabeth Lyon called meeting to order at 1:15
A.
Order of business to be addressed are as follows
Board Elections... Team Elections... T.N.R. Projects... Care givers that are needed... Fund Raising

B.
Fund Raising was discussed first. We are working on an Auction and Yard Sale to be held sometime in May. There was an interesting discussion on whether we should have a Yard Sale at the same time as the Auction. At this time we have some very nice things that have been donated. They are as follows like Sailboat, Silver Dinner Ware, One Hundred Year old bottle of Whiskey, Cabbage Patch Doll and possibly the prison may donate a large painting. These articles for the Auction and Yard Sale can be stored at Elizabeth and Dave's building. It was decided to work on the Auction and Yard Sale at a later date.

It was brought up that we can list articles for sale on our Web site to purchase. This too was agreed to look into at a later date.

A complete list of donors should be put together.

Emails, or notes of Thanks have been sent to the people that have given. 

Elizabeth Lyon will try to get a newsletter out by the end of February.

Elizabeth Lyon is working on updating information on the web site.


2.
Financial Discussion
A. Good tracking is needed of the funds that are being raised.

B. Elizabeth announced we are working on becoming a non profit organization.

C. We need to work on money raising programs. Nothing at this time was decided.

D. Money spent at this point $3200.00 and the cost of cages was around $800.00

E. Mike Kee brought a copy of donations received at this point of $6,559.76, which does not include the city’s match of $5,000.00.

F. T.N.R. Received a Grant from PetSmart Charities of $19,980.00 to be given over two years.

G. We need to have the city accept and sign the Grant before the end of the month.


3.
Voting
A.
Anne Wickersham brought a motion and Shawna Warden second it that we accept the Neighborhood hand book on trapping for our guide.

B.
Dr. Holderman asked what determines a voting member? It was felt that just because someone shows up at a meeting they should not be able to vote. It was determined anyone who is an active member is who can vote.

4.
Open topics
A. Since we started trapping we have put down three cats and one died during surgery. The cats are being altered, receiving Rabies and Distemper shots, Antibiotics if needed, Ear Mites and Ear Tipping.....At this time we are not doing fleas and ticks. The question came up are we Ear Tipping the ones we are adopting into homes? It was explained at this time we can not be concerned if they are adopted with Ear Tipping.

B. Anne Wickersham said that all the veterinary clinics are working to obtain free donations from the drug companies.

C. Lisa Ricks asked what we are doing about worming in general? It was explained, that currently there is not a good Tape worm product on the marked that is affordable. It was also brought up what about cats in the Foster programs that would have worms? Those cats would be wormed. Erin Robinson suggested that we work out a program, that covers worming procedures that has guide lines.

D. Concern was shown on placing kittens and cats from the colonies, that would make good companions. Elizabeth Lyon stated that we have requested that PetSmart allow us to bring the kittens and cats there for placements in to good homes. Elizabeth said we are waiting to hear back from PetSmart. Once PetSmart reviews an application, they will visit the Foster homes to see were the kittens and cats are being cared for. If the Foster homes are approved, PetSmart will allow us to bring the cats and kittens there and take applications.
E. At this time Elizabeth explained how important it is that we never say “Free To A Good Home” making reference to an article in Pet Friendly Magazine issue January 2010 page 9. Copies were available to whomever wanted them. Elizabeth said, at this time we are charging $55.00 per cat or kittens but this can be waved under some circumstances.

Dr. Holderman addressed the subject why different procedures are used on feral cats than domestic cats. First they are very hard to handle so they do not get a complete physical like a domestic cat gets. There is a lot of guessing. Dr. Robinson agreed that it is not easy because of the temperament of the cat.

Question was raised about fixing males and female kittens at such an early age. It was explained that they have to be 2 plus pounds to be altered. Would this open them up to hormone and U. A. problems down the road? Dr. Robinson said the latest studies showed no problems.

Dave Brown brought up that there is a shortage of Foster care parents to take kittens that are not 2 pounds yet, also Foster care parents to gentle adoptable prospects so they can be placed. There was no solution to his concern at this time.
Question from Dr Holderman and Dr. Erin Robinson on when they were going to be paid. Mike Kee said he would look into that and get an answer for them.
Mike Kee was asked about the ordinance and he explained that it allows us to trap. There is nothing keeping anyone else from trapping. Lisa Ricks asked what can be done about the boarded up buildings where cats are living. At this time there is no ordinance covering that.

It was brought up that Fruitland police might telling people to drop there cats “down by the river”. Elizabeth offered to go over and talk to the city council in Fruitland about the benefits of TNR and maybe they can start their own program over there. It was also brought up that we may, in the future, want to offer are services on the Idaho side of the river. Elizabeth suggested that it might be possible to do a presentation to Fruitland, Payette and Vale. The consensus was that this is a good idea.

There was a lively discussion on having a Spay and Neuter clinic in the area worked out between the local Veterinarians. There was no conclusion at this time on this subject.

Elizabeth Lyon asked what the feeling on starting a shelter in the area was. Again, there were a lot of opinions, but in the end it was decided that we needed to stay focused on the T.N.R. program.

5.
Board of Directors

Elizabeth Lyon ask for volunteers for the Board of Directors and as they called out their names they where accepted and written down.

1. Ann Wickersham

2. Elizabeth Lyons

3. Wendy Roberts

4. Victoria Robinson

5. Shawna Warden

6. Dave Brown

7. Mary Jo Kee

8. Cindy Graversen


Dave Brown felt there should be a veterinarian included to answer question. It was decided Dr. Lindsey Norman DVM was not there so she was placed in that position. It was felt from the floor that Dr. Lindsey Norman would not be able to vote. It would be a conflict of interest. Elizabeth explained it is possible for vendors or their employees, or others with a financial interest in the organization to be voting members, but that a particular IRS document must be filed Dr. Norman and Anne Wickersham fall into this category. Elizabeth said she did not mind doing the paper work, which doesn’t need to be done until we become an independent non-profit organization.
The meeting was adjourned at 3:15.
