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Coalition announces feral cat trap-neuter-return project 
A coalition of volunteer individuals, local veterinarians, city government and local business owners announces a program aimed at controlling and reducing the feral cat population in Ontario. The group plans to initiate a Trap-neuter-return (TNR), program. Several feral cat colonies have been identified in Ontario. 

The coalition was organized because of the growing problem with feral cats in Ontario.  Police Chief, Mike Kee, recognized the effectiveness of a similar program in Baker City and asked the local veterinarians for their support.  In addition to the city and local veterinarians, Eastern Oregon Animal Health (889-6711), Four Rivers Veterinary Clinic (889-7776) and Ontario Animal Hospital (889-2333), the project is served by volunteer individuals in the community and from local businesses.  
Feral cats are defined as cats that are born or raised in the wild or who have been lost or abandoned and reverted to wild behavior. In seven years, a pair of cats and their offspring can yield 420,000 cats.1 In addition to being a nuisance in the community, feral cats can carry and spread disease. They cost the community in terms of property damage and animal control efforts. Further, the cats usually have short lives of fear and starvation.
Trap-neuter-return, commonly known as TNR, is the only method proven to be effective at controlling feral cat population growth2. TNR involves trapping all or most of the cats in a colony, getting them neutered, and then releasing them. The returned cats, who are eartipped to identify them as neutered, are provided regular food and shelter and are monitored by their caretaker for newcomers. Whenever possible, kittens young enough to be readily socialized and friendly adults are removed and placed for adoption.
TNR immediately stabilizes the size of the colony if at least 70 percent of the fertile adults are neutered. Neutering closer to 100 percent will result in a gradual decline of the population over time. In addition, the nuisance behavior often associated with feral cats is dramatically reduced. This includes the yowling and noise that comes with fighting and mating activity and the odor of unneutered males spraying to mark their territory. The cats tend to roam less and so become less of a visible presence. They continue to provide natural rodent control, a particularly valuable benefit in many areas of Ontario.
Eradication, the deliberate and systematic destruction of a feral cat colony, by whatever means, almost always leads to the “vacuum effect” – either new cats flock to the vacated area to exploit whatever foods sources are there, or survivors breed and their descendants are more cautious about threats. Eradication is only a temporary solution. 
The project is based on the successful similar project in Baker City. The Baker City project and others of it's kind have been successful in reducing the numbers of cats as well as reducing the numbers of euthanized cats at shelter facilities, saving municipalities, on average 47% in the cost of animal control of cats3.

The project will be staffed by volunteers.  The spay/neuter clinic services will be donated by local veterinarians.  All donations to the project will be used for project services such as a public awareness campaign and trapping supplies, to name a few.  
The group is soliciting donations for the project, and has collection cans at several local businesses. Donations may also be made at City Hall. Volunteers are welcome and may contact the group either through one of the Ontario veterinary practices or through the website http://www.?web site to be set up by 8/14/2009????.org . 

Contact:  Anne at Dr. Holderman’s office 889-6711
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